Experimental study of thermal lens features in laser ceramics.
Thermal lens measurements were made by means of a high-accuracy phase shift interferometer that combines a lambda/1000 sensitivity and 10 microm transverse resolution. The effect of random small-scale modulation in thermally induced phase distortion predicted earlier was proved experimentally. The statistical parameters of modulation were measured depending on heating power for two different ceramic samples. The experimental data agree well with results of numerical simulation.